" HEADQUARTERS 820 AIRBORNE DIVISION

OFFICE OF THE DIVISION COMMANDER
A.P.O0. 469, U.S.ARMY

19 March 1945,

BUBJECT: Award of the Silver Star Medal.

70 = i First Lieubenant James Megallas, 0439607,
' 604th Paraehute Infantry, U. S. Army.

DUnder the provisions of AR 600»45 as amended, and pur-
suant to authorlty contained in letter 200.6 (AG) Headquarterg
XVIII Corps Airborne, dated 31 August 1944, the Silver Star Medal
is awarded to the “followlng named 1nd1vidua1:

CITATIONs g“ﬂf . L

. JAMES MEGAMLAB, 0439607 First Lieutenant 604th Par&«
ochute Infantry. For gallantry in aotion on 28 January 1946 near
- HERRESBACH, BELGIUYM, After breaking a.trall across country for
twelve hours in dgep, dry anow, Dirsm Lieutenant MEGALLAS, a pla- -
toon leader, vwas orderéd to advance with his platoon and two sup-
porting tanks aleng the maln road leading into HERRESBACH, Apout
one. mile from:the town, hls platoon was fired upon by about 200
Gerpans forming for a. defenae.« Quickly grasping the situation, he
led a frontal assault on the startled enemy who attempted to fight
back. First Lisutenant MEGALLASY direction and leadership of his
men wag 8o superb that within ten minuted the entire force of en-
eny was eithex killed, captured, or fled into the town. He then
reorganized his platoon, and with the two supporting tanks followed
the enemy into the town. Braving heavy enemy eniper and rifle
_ fire, he personslly took a leadliig part in flushing the eneny out -

of their houses, killing eight and capturing five enemy. As a

result of Firet Lieutenant MEGALLAS! fearless leadership and gkille
ful handling of his men, over 100 encmy were killed, 180 saptured,
and large amounts of valuable equipment fell into our handg, This
feat was accomplighed wlthout the loss of a single man woundsd or
killed, First Lieutenant HEGALLAS demonstrated a remarkable degree
of tactiecal sk1ll and a brand of couragesous leadorship which re-
fleots highly upon himself and the Alvborne Forces. [Inbered mili.
tary service from FON DU LAC, WISCONSIN, '

‘

o i, |
General, U, 8. Arnmy,
© Conmanding,




16 Hay 1943

SUEIBCTS 4werd of the Silver Star wodel, Ouk Lsaf Clustar
TCs  First Lisutsnsnt James iwgnllas, 504th Parachute Isian TV

.-y Under the provisions of AR 600-45, ag amended, and pure
ruant 4o authority contained in letter 200, (AG) Headquarters XVIII
“orps Adrborns, dated 31-August 1944, the filver Star iedal having

' besn previcusly ewarded, the Osk Leaf Clueter to the Silver Star
... Yedal is evarded to the following named individual;

el st JAMSS MSGALLAS' 0439607, First Lieutenant, 504th Parachute
~Infantry. For gallantry*in action on 20 December 1944 nssr CHINEUX,
BAIGIUM. While attacking across the barren crest of & hill toward
. their yltimete objective, Lieutenant MEGALLAS, with utter disregard
for hie personal ssfaty, fearlessly charged down tho hill tcwsrd
the enemy, calling for his men to follos him, Reaching a emsil patch
of woods, Licutenant rDGALLAS sighted a large forcs of er2my armor
end infentry snd en AT gun firing on friendly Tank Lestroysrs,
Unhsesitatingly, ldeutenant MEGALLAS ofenad fire upon ite croz, kille
ing all eight, The snemy raked ths tress with a curtain ¢f intunse
Iirs, wouriding one of the men, Lisutenant IEGAILAS feerlmssly picked
-up the woundsd man and led his emell force to cover,. reforsmed it and
-lad thewm to eeize the objective, Ideutsnant MEGALIAS' {initia%ive and
&ggreseivensss reflect grsat credit uphn hixeelf and the Urited States

“Alrborne Forces, Entered mlitary service from FOND DU LAG, TISCOXCIR,

JAVES M. GAVIN
" Major Gensral, USA
Comzmanding
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2230~

1045~

0130~
0200-
0930«
1000~
1130~
1250~
1310~
1325
1630~

1700~

171@a

~

17 Dec 44

\¥2

Bn alerted - be ready to move by 0900 18Den 44.
- 18 Ee; i4 -
Bn';leared}area in éir gorps §imi's. (;amp Sisginne)
19 Des 44 |
Bn less one tru:k (papt Thomas) ;lo-ed in Werbomont.
@ established (537001) v :

gol gook, (apt Keep & (O's go on Reeon,

gap t-vThomas? trueck arrived. (Sitipped off road)

g0l c00k & rapt return from Renon. gow NOW digging in,
(0l gook & (gapt reports to gider.

4bove returné:- Bn will out post line along river to our right.

g0l gook & Gapt Keep & CO3s leave on Rewon.
Above réturned:- Start moving' out; G+See Lga‘s on right,
H+3ep LEG's on left, I in reserve.

gol gook returned:- Gapt Keep setting up forward gP. gol
- gos to gider to get new situation. \

Rear P eolosed outs -

gol Gook returned with Hajor Zakby:, who is now Bn Exec%,

1750~

1820~
2130-

Qur situathbn is well in hand. Eig.piature is SEAF@.

op established (574999) -

gol ook called meeting of g U's --&1ﬁuatlaﬁ ohang%d—w
1st & 2nd Ba's moved out at 1900 to ~ross river & go into
position north of Rahier. 3Jrd Bn will move out & take wup
suport position between 18t & 2nd Bns on order from

- gider. Order of Mareh I, G, Hq & A.%!s. G & I mompanies

02490=
0325=
0355~
0555-
0605=

1115-

A123§—

1600~

1650~

will move into postion South of shevron to suport et &
2nd Bus. H-in reserve. : S

~

20 Deg. é 4

gider notifies Bn to move out.

G Pvelosed out.’

Bn wleared areav

Bn nlosed in vieinity of Froidville. :

g P esteblished in Fraidville. @ Go in resexve. Bimm
mortars at (TO60U@).

I go& 257 AT's took over road blﬁekg fr@z snd Bn
(606003 %o 606-=015) -

508 nontant patrol reashed here. vV

Bmen from intelligense sen~tion left to nhenk blown hriag@

at (607034) to see if Germans are attempting %o bridse river.

Plat from ¢ go (24 B & 2 UFff) left to Recon high ground
-1= -




‘1840—

1945~
1950~
2130~
2330~

0845-

0945~
1030-
1600
17 50=
- 2015-

2230~
2230-

1330~

1345-
1500~

" movement toward La Glese.from Stoumont. Arty fire from

1515-

1525~
1530~

1555=

1620~

.area to our east.

‘H on right, I on left.

along "Bais Laid-ghere". - -
Intellignece patrol returned-- Reports they rontasted
119th Inf at (607034). Small foot bridge ansross river
at that point., No enemy information. o
I reports 119th Int psontanted them. , |
G patrol returned-- enpountered nothing ' , o !
G moves out to help f1st Bn. 1 |
White reports 4 man patrol (20ff & 2 EM) follow1ng AOMPaSS AOUTS
to aontant 505. liay return through H about 0100. H go
notified, ‘

21 Dee 44

-~

gol Williams called-- Aplert Bn & prepare to move. @ol &
capt Keep report to gider. :

gol & Capt Keep returned fomm gider. (Called meeting of
d.0's, Bn less @ will move as soon as possible to sweep

Bn pushes off--H, I, & Hq. -

H encounted flak wagon & small arms fire in &onpeau. Are
Pinned down. ¢ol calls for I to ~ome up. Arty requested.
H & I move out to go 1ntoAp051tlon from (638019 to 644016).

Ist Bn ~ontaerted.
All go's in position. ~
gol cook & gapt Keep recon positions.

22 Den 44

shelling of all positions by heavy arty. Small arms fire
from ridge ghateau. ‘ ,

I sent out patrol to investigate ghateaun. 5BEm & 1 Off.

Lt Ray (FO) reports activity indirates our troops in
gteunont. Rire from there toward La Glese. Enemy vehiaules

Bois de P'Anere grea into La Glese. Arty from north lend-
ing in La Glese; possibly 3oth; Reg't informed. '
4 KH10's taken away from us and assigned to ghallenge.

2 57's given-to us as replacements.

Repptt Amerinan 1Dts firing from §E La $lese toward tunnell.,
4ll go's report 3 TD's & Infantry in v101n1ty of Stoumont
moving and firing Hlast. ‘
I reports Infantry battle deve10p1ng in La Glese v1p1n1ty.
Amerinan takks East of Stoumont firing into I position.
(Tranmere out of La Glese-North) (Tramers from South),

Lt Ray (FO) retorts that our armour is moving into La Glese
fron Bast or-Horth. (Based on type of fire). Kraut
half-trarks ecoming in from SW. Emeny Inf w/MG's at
(645-028) . - |

-0




1650~

1945=
200 5w
201 0=

201 5~

2030=

2200=

0330~
08B0-
0930~

1130~

1150-
11 30=
1200~
121 5=
1225«
- 1305«

1 400~

1600~
1605«

I patrol returns: ghateau oceupied by both szmeriean &
Kraut wounded, Pisked up one wounaed man from gni Armored

Div who had been prisoner,

G reports in pogitien., -~

I reports physieal esontaet with D.-

gider warns of probable ‘enemy parachute droP at 2030. All
gompanies alerted,

H patrol returned: from (6680200) witness serap at (671025).
Krauts on top of-hill; Ameriesans attempting to take hill mov- .
ing E. Heard muech armored movement in La Glese., Town on fire,
gider informs us of possibility of enemy attemptlng to push
50 tanks across bridge through us. -

gol gook & gapt Keep return from (ider. Present from across
river seems to be averted. ned is-to be pulled out & set up
in support of 325. G will move bank gheneau and take-up
positions in defense of town on our left flank and actively
patrol to river, Meeting of gU's and they are informed of
plan, ' -

23 Dec 44

G moves out to ¢gheneau.

G eloses imto new position, -
Intelligense men reports sighting trailer type vehinle on
enemy side of brideg at (662018).

Lt Sims reports sighting red equipment ohute at (640924)
between river and rail road. Also small fire fight Approx
2000 yds E of this point.

Lt Sims reports another hed equlpment phute g of Stoutmount

‘at (633022) in trees.

3 man patrol from I left to nontant 119th Inf at (648027).

I reports digging of Ameriasan infantry § of ‘chateau.
Intelligence men. in from patrolf From Beauloup they observed
what they thought to be an-enemy traler on bridge (6622019).
Above patrol out again to ponfirm report of traeler on bridge,
gapt Burriss reports they have Kraut Flak Wagon W/20mm and
plenty of Ammo-~ both in good conditlon and plan to use same
against enemy. ~

I patrol returns: gomtacted 119 at (049024). Their line

runs (643020) to(650032) . Stopped by AT fire from La Gleze,
They have withe elements of 3rd armored whe are awaiting
more armor. Lt Megellas observes 88mm W/ ~rew digglng in
at ( 550020) Arty ealled on target. -

Intelligense returnsy 8 Germans in Vieinity ovaa~Venne.
Arty fire refused by gorps on 88mm at above logation. Our
8l's will fire on the target. : ‘ .




1705~
1710~

1530=
1700«

1735«

1900-

1905w

0550~

0825~
09 40=

1030-"
‘P established in Baneux.

1145~
1 400
1500=

1620=

16 45
1650

1755-.

1800«
1810- I

1815~

Startiug at 17ov I will send vui sontast patrol (3 men)

te 119 = Give them our situation & get tvheirs

L% LisLain ealled: Range 1o great for 88, Will move gun fore
ward & fire again,-

G sent Group to pink up enemy equipment bundles.

Group frem G to piek up enemy equipment bundles returned~
Bundles pontained Gas & 88mm Ammo. Same sent to gider,

1t Stooling reports permission was granted %o fire on tank-
fired, good-results, but not sure of diregt hit,

I patrol back from'119: @gontacted them at 8t Glieze station.
119 stoped by tanks & infantry. Right flank same as thls PM.
will try left flank sweep tomorrow. . ‘
At 1700 H sent patrol of 6 men to §.of La Vinne., Patrol.
found 3 (.hutel. 1 pamoflsgue, 1 pilot & 1 white = 2 drumes
of gas (50 gal ea) ome spilled)- will go bape later & get
above, Heard lots of noise in La Venne. Requested Arty.

-

Den

~

Bn less @ alerted - will-move as soon as possible by trunk.

G will maintain road bloeks and send out patrols. ( 30th Div

hasvpushed up from our leit -and sqpeezed us out).
gP eclosed oute.

Bn wleared gheneux.

Bn closed in at Jevigne,

Bn in position.

gol Williams vists CP- galls G to sweep afea to their &
as-far as Red & mop-up any’ Germans who might have swem river.
T ealls: in hot fire fight; one plat sut off on rlght flank;
are eomitting remainder of go.

cider infermes us that Krauts are wearing snow ‘suits, ,

gol ook ealls If They report fight has died down. Plat not
st off now. Are w1thdraw1ng & n~onsolidating on senondary
road blOpke

1Lt Stooling informs that left Plat of H at (598878). Right
flank on hill oppisite side. Resevve Plat at ¢P. Mines on
‘road 1ifted. 80th AE's at ¢Ps White Bn Approx 1000yds
forward H position. 325 is cut up pretty bad amd "dribbling -
bank in large numbers. -

‘gider alerts Bn to be able to move 1mmed1ate1y, col cook

reports to gider. - -

I has esonsolidated around seaondary road bloek, Few wounied
and MIA.
H reports 325 reorganizing one o to extend their right
flank to I. gontacted Red to left front of gP. :




191 5~

2000=

0045=-
0200

0300~
0330=
0400~
0540~
1000=
1200-
1505+
151 5«
1535~

1540
le05=-

1630-
163 5=
1655-
171 5w
1735«

1785<

1800«
1840~

0ol @gook called from gider: Have all gO's to (P as. soon
as possible.

‘¢0's meeting: Bn will move by foot & set up defense betfore

daylight in viginity of Bra., gompanies will move (less 1
Plat to act as shell whish will pull out on Bn order) as
soon as possxble. ¢ will rejoin Bn.

25 Ven 45

Main body of Bn less G ploses in Bra.

gapt Burriss reports to (P:-Unit on his right withdrew (they

clame big Kraut Panzer attaeck coming)
Mines layed, Arty requested(defenslve fires), ID's move &

- At's go into position,.

gapt Keep informs (ol Williams of our situation and: of rlght

‘flank being exposed. (ol says we'll hold,

G ebosed in srea & are going to help I.

‘gol gook and rear parties closed in.

Elements of 83rd Division tied in with 1I's rlght flank,

¢ will move baek to rest area in Bra. -
Situation seems to be pretty in hand now. No gontact(w;th
enemy yetv. ' ' o
B reports small German patrol hit their right flank at
(573919) . Had fire fight; patrol withdrew.

gol ook ordered H & I to send out patrols in persult of
enemy patrole.

H reports smoke in front of their positions, They called
patrol in.

G alerted. .
Lt Rivers arrived at gP with one PW: PW says-he was with

point of Recon Plat for his Bn who were ‘attacking in our
dirention., Bn has 4 @os, 120 men peér eo0. Lt Rivers says
Approx 6 Krauts were killed in their serap. -

H reports Approx 150 Germans at (575927) advanplng NW.
Arty requested. -
Arty radio reports approx 190 Germans advanﬁlng in v1a1n1ty
(575923) will fire on them immediately.

Arty reports fired on Kmauts with excellent results. 8l's
algso fired with good results. :

G informed to ger ready to move out and gtand by.

H reports they had heavy fire fight on left flank-things

‘quiten down now- no pasualtles, but several were inflinted

on the enmeye.
¢ moves out to flll in gap between H& I.

H sends up -3 more PW Se ’e .
H reports sounﬂ of trask vehieles in vieinity (574920)

5




2030=
2300~

gider

160U0=

1800=
2300

0900-
- 1335=
1500~

1500=
1825~
2055=

0335~
0400
0530=
0600=
- 0635=

1030~

1300w

1l Jan 45

Rest ares, Hemoupshamps

24 Jan 45

30l gook & Capt Keep Reprot to cider. '
Above returned: Bn'will be ready to move by 25L500 Jan 45,

Jan
Called: Eove postpond for 24 hqurs,
26 Jan 45

Switeh board pulled: All troops ready to move~ Awaiting
truxks, - - ‘

Bn mleared Remouphamps by trueks.

Bn ~losed in Hunngnged

Jan
Gol QOUK & cept & Lt Goethe report to gider to get situation,
Above returned- round out nothingy -
capt Keep, Lt Carmichael-& L offiser frem eanh g0 to for—-
ward sssembly area to Recor route && lo@ate points to plane
guids. | - - -

ol gook made reconnalssanne in aub,
gol gook to giderw T -

‘gol ook back:- npalls meeting of all gU's, Bn will attack-
~Jump off at 0600 tomorrow. Order G, In Hq & He Attarhments-

1 Plat of tanks, 2 Suds of kngrs & other usual attaohments
& 4.2 lortars.

28 Jan 45

=

Bn elosed dut«

Reay ¢P e€stablished,

Bn eclosed in forward assembly area. ™
Jumped off., S

G sOntanted enemy- opp031tlon llght. -Killed'gpprox'b andj
have 7 PW'ss ‘ . ‘ . i}

Bn reashed point 11, contacted 325— tried to aontast &,

but failed. 5
H holts. I passés thru & is now leading ~ompany., (bnow
wast deep, nan advanne only 1000 yds per hour).




1430-

1600~

1630~
1800

1900+~

1950~

Lt grooks made contant with 325 reserve. He observed &
reported enemy vehipsles withdrawing to the E,

gP group observed Approx 20 krauts & 5 vehicles about 500
yards to our left. Major Zakby'orders H patrol to investi-
gate ., - ’

On objentives set up temporary permiter defense,

Lt Megellas & his Plat from H attank Herreshaph- G will

follow. Lt Megellas has three tanks sttanhed. Ran into

nompany of Krauts attanking down rosd toward us as they

attank toward town.

Town in our handss Approx1mately lUU dead Kraguts and about
100 PW!' s, PW's still poming in. We have no sasual ties.

G defend to Sy H to N, I in reserve, _
H petrol in: ~ontanted enemy- had 5/4 fight. Enemy withdrew.
also econtasted 325- they are behind us but are getting

along fine. .

2030=2nd Bn arrives-in town_ will bivouan ‘here w1th ug'

2100~
2135=.

2400~
0100~
0400~

U600~

07 3 5=
0900~

09 45=

1000
1130-
1215-

1230=

G makes nontant with Red. will make nontant every two hours.
len very tired- gol instructs g0's th have men get maximum
rest is houses when possible,

Approx 200 PW's & 100 killed. We have 2 MIA & 1WIA. , -

Jan

H reports Krauts moving up iram NE along road leaning into

‘towney Krauts yelled they were from 325, Our mn let them in.

They capturéd two & wounded o . We got 5 PW's. Layed
Arty, tanks & MG fire on them.

gol Tucker tells White to take over defense of town-vfrom §,
we take over ¥ from (954922) t0(945926) . ¢ol Cook calls
meeting of g0's. H on right from(954922) to (952925) .
from-there t0(945926), Will jump off at 0600

Attack delayed until U730 berause of delay in 1lifting our
Arty and getting tanks ready.

H & G push off- 4 tanks with H. -

H pinned down by S/A fire from vieinity (950923). gol &
gapt Keep go down to see about situation.

H situation better~ 2 tanks & 2 platoons at (954922), 1

‘platoon & capt Grey at (951921) exchanging 8/4 with enemy
-on high ground to their N. H nontinues to push om, therefore,
autting off group of Krau+sa

G in position. - -

H in position- made n~ontant with G, ' -

1 platoon from I uhder pontrol of gapt Grey will clean-out’
poenket of Krauts between his llne & town., Lt Weber in nharge-
will leave at 1345. -

76 PW's sinee. G & H Jumpea off. We have about 12 casualtles.

-




1330- H obgerved 8 to 10 krauts in v1n1n1ty (963924), 30 moving
S on road at (968922), 3 to 4 moving ¥ to woods ln'vininity‘
(964922), 25 moving S at(872923). Request Arty,

1335~ From H: Need arty on these points; (963924), Rd at€968921) to
(967918), Rd (973923) to (970918). About two plats moving -
along above roads. gould #se arty observer; he can get dirent
Observation from here. We have no radio & lines g0 out as

- fast as we run them. -
1420~ Arty observer left for He :
1700~ I plat baek from sweeping area. Eound about 12 dead Krauts.
, very little antivitys ~

1810_ ¢gol Tucker gives new plan+ 2nd Bn pueh out to- ~-#imirsheid, lst

Bn th their left, 3rd Bn will defend Herrisbarsh, Our front ‘
- looking 8W, I On right ; H on left. G reserve,

. 2155« G0k GO0k & gapt Keep leave withe G & 4 tanks who w111 go to
vieinity-(954914) shoot up wooas, get PW's & make Diversion s
so0 H go-can move, -

2300~ G make nontant on objentive, ' -
234U= gol & (apt Keep back: ¢ on high ground- two tanks knonked
out- one hit mine other tiped over in arater. :

30 Jan 45

0040- I in new position. : | | -
0045~ Lt Gothe- nalled- 2-good tanks withdres after flat traaeﬂtory
fire plaped under montrol of Lt Powers., Lt Andersin wounded,
Lt Almond tgking his place. 2 platoons with 2 knopnked out
tanks on high ground.
0420— I palled- Patrol observed 25 or 30 Krauts dlgglng in at
- (942914) . MU hit.-
1200~ gol Tucker nontants ol ¢ook- 3rd Bn will move to Medenhrof
- after our positions are taken over by 32nd calvery Sqd.
1700= (ol Tueker nalled @ol-gook on radio+ Bn will move at 1800
. even if relief isn't qompleted.,
1815~ Bn plosed out. Relief .almos%. pompleted. -
30— g0's meeting- change in plan- Bn will proseed on %o
Lagzerath & set up defernse of town,

3l _Jan 45

0400~ Bn nlosed in Lanzerath. G will set up road blonk at (008960)
& defend to (0U296EK). I from (VUZ296L) to (999958) H in "
reserve, P in town. . -
0720~ G repotts enemy armor firing on their . read Block & n~oming
this way. Kew berb guns heard. Seme infantry with tanks.
(fog very heavy, v181b111ty only about 40 yards)

-

,l ""16"‘“




