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As Delays Continue, Help MOAA Fight to Speed Blue Water Navy Benefit Claims
Navy veterans who served in the waters off Vietnam may have won courtroom and legislative victories over the past several months, but they continue to wait for their earned benefits thanks to VA’s stay on claims until Jan. 1, 2020. And while MOAA fights to provide VA with the resources it needs to speed up that process, these veterans face another delay in a process that could expand their eligibility for medical care and other benefits.

A November 2018 study by the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine found multiple medical conditions linked to Agent Orange that are not included on VA’s “presumptive diseases.” A VA official told a Senate hearing in March that he expected a decision on adding these conditions to VA’s list within 90 days. That deadline has long since passed, and recent reports suggest no new timeframe is in place for the update.

The delays in updating the list and in processing Blue Water Navy veteran claims continue to frustrate veterans and advocacy groups that have worked for years pursuing these benefits via both lawsuits and legislation. Another legal fight is underway seeking to end VA’s stay on the claims, bipartisan efforts from lawmakers continue, and actions at the local level show veterans who’ve been affected by Agent Orange exposure have not been forgotten.
Add your voice to these efforts by helping MOAA push Congress to provide funds to the VA that would allow the department to expand staffing or update systems designed to speed these claims. Time is not a luxury afforded to many of these veterans, and delays on multiple fronts must be met head-on wherever possible. Contact your legislators on MOAA’s Take Action page.

Hershey Hosts MOAA Council, Chapter Leaders and Spouses for Northeast Workshop
By: Blair Drake, Contributing Editor
Nearly 120 MOAA council and chapter leaders and their spouses from six states came together in Hershey, Pa., Sept. 6-7 for the Northeast Region Council and Chapter Leadership Workshop. The workshop provided council and chapter officers with training specific to their leadership roles as well as updates about national MOAA.

The workshop began Friday afternoon with a welcome from MOAA President and CEO Lt. Gen. Dana T. Atkins, USAF (Ret). Then, attendees were provided an overview of national MOAA’s efforts, priorities, and challenges. This included details about the MOAA Scholarship Fund and the MOAA Foundation, along with the Community Outreach Grant program.

Attendees were informed about national MOAA’s current marketing campaigns and resources. They were also given updates about the role of surviving spouses in the association and in councils and chapters, including the elimination of the Survivor Benefit Plan-Dependency and Indemnity Compensation offset, also known as the widows tax. Then, they were given information on chapter incorporation and liability insurance, and the 2020 board of directors’ election. The workshop divided into three breakout sessions the next day: chapter management training, legislative training, and surviving spouse training.
All attendees received a workbook that included presentations from each session of the seminar as well as other tips, resources, and contact information.
Congressmen Voice Support For Widows Tax Repeal At Maryland Council Luncheon
By: Amanda Dolasinski, Staff Writer
Repealing the widows tax was a key topic at this year’s Maryland Council of Chapters' Congressional Appreciation Luncheon, where members of Congress gathered to discuss legislative priorities with MOAA members.

The Council thanked the Maryland delegation for their work in support of servicemembers and veterans this past year, especially their push to repeal the widows tax, which deducts annuity benefits paid to surviving spouses as an offset to a VA benefit for survivors.

MOAA has long supported the legislation to repeal the SBP-DIC offset and has ramped up efforts recently, including making it a primary agenda item during the 2019 Storming the Hill event. The House’s Military Surviving Spouses Equity Act and the Senate’s Military Widow’s Tax Elimination Act  have garnered the support of more co-sponsors than ever before.

Lawmakers also expressed support for mandating a Defense Department review of proposed cuts to medical billets; maintaining Tricare fees; and increasing pay for active duty troops.
MOAA President and CEO Lt. Gen. Dana T. Atkins, USAF (Ret), lauded the efforts of lawmakers who attended the annual luncheon.
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