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		[image: ]The Honorable Donald J. Trump, President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20500

Mr. President:

On behalf of the nation’s leading veterans service organizations, we respectfully request a meeting with you to ask for your personal intercession to end the wait for thousands of Blue Water Navy Vietnam veterans suffering, some dying, from diseases caused by Agent Orange, but who cannot receive full VA benefits and health care because of decisions and actions taken by the Department of Veterans Affairs.

Earlier this year, on June 25th, the entire veterans community celebrated after Congress passed, and you signed into law, the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of 2019 (P.L. 116-23), to provide overdue justice for Navy veterans who had been blocked from receiving Agent Orange benefits because their service was in the waters offshore Vietnam. However, less than a week later, our joy turned to dismay when VA Secretary Wilkie issued a “stay” that stopped all processing of all benefit claims by Blue Water Navy veterans, including those already eligible to receive Agent Orange-related benefits based on a Federal Court decision (Procopio v. Wilkie) issued in January.

In response, we wrote to Secretary Wilkie on July 24th calling on him to lift or modify the blanket stay placed on all Blue Water claims, and immediately begin processing, adjudicating, granting and paying veterans for Agent Orange-related claims. We appealed on behalf of thousands of aging and ill Vietnam veterans and their survivors, many of whom have waited decades for the recognition that they too were exposed to Agent Orange and suffered negative health consequences as a result. We argued that it was unacceptable to force them to wait at least another six months for potentially life-changing benefits when VA has the authority to grant their claims right now. In particular, we called for immediate action on claims by Blue Water Navy veterans who already have sufficient evidence of record to grant benefits based on the Court’s Procopio decision, as well as those veterans who are terminally ill, over the age of 85 or impoverished. Unfortunately, the Secretary’s implementation of the law that Congress passed, and that you signed, placed a blanket stay on all Blue Water Navy claims, even those that could have been granted based on the Procopio decision.

Mr. President, we do not believe it was Congress’ intention, nor do we believe it was yours, to prevent every single Blue Water Navy veteran from receiving Agent Orange benefits for at least six months. Although the law does include a provision stating that, “The Secretary may stay a claim…,” it clearly does not state that the Secretary “must” stay all pending Blue Water claims. The reality is that this deeply flawed action will delay, and in some cases, deny benefits for veterans who will pass away before we reach January 1st next year. Further, there are widows whose spouses have died this year – after the Court’s ruling and after the law was enacted – who have no certainty whether they will receive survivor benefits. Mr. President, we think you will agree that these men and women deserve better from their government. As Chief Executive, charged with faithfully executing the nation’s laws, you have the authority and the power to change this decision and ensure that all those who served receive the full benefits they are entitled to under the law.

Although the injustice to Blue Water Navy veterans did not begin under your Administration, as President, you can end their wait today.

Mr. President, over the past two years, there have been some tremendous victories for veterans of all eras. However, for Blue Water Navy Vietnam veterans suffering from Agent Orange-related diseases, these victories still ring hollow. We hope that, after meeting with us and hearing our arguments on behalf of our fellow veterans, you will take decisive actions to finally end the wait, and make sure all generations of veterans receive all of the recognition, honor and benefits they have earned through their service.

Respectfully,
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Cc: The Honorable Robert L. Wilkie, Secretary of Veterans Affairs

 

 

	


	


						
			

				


				
			


			

				
					

						Find a DAV location


						Contact your local DAV office. They will help you file a claim and stick with you all through the process, because no veteran should have to go at it alone.
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							DAV is an organization of veterans helping veterans.

						


						The reasons are as individual as our members. Some join for the fellowship at our more than 1,200 local chapters. Some for the inspiring national events. Others for opportunities to serve their fellow veterans and their families. And many join to continue the fight to support the rights and benefits of all veterans. DAV understands the needs of veterans because we are veterans—1 million strong. We invite you to join our cause.
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		Brother- and sisterhood is emblematic for anyone who has served in the military. Marine Corps veteran Jacob Drost (left) and his younger brother, Isaac (right), take this concept to another level. [image: ][image: ]Click here to read more about Jacob and Isaac and their careers serving veterans: dav.la/3d8.[image: ][image: ]#NationalSiblingsDay #SiblingsDay			
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		Years after her time in the Army, Constance Cotton was in desperate need of community and support when the COVID-19 pandemic occurred. Having experienced military sexual trauma various times during her military career, her physical and mental health were strained. Her experience made it difficult to trust others or feel safe. Women like Constance are at least 16 times more likely to experience MST compared with men. Additionally, one study found that veterans who identified MST as the source of their post-traumatic stress disorder were at least three times as likely to have suicidal thoughts as those who said their PTSD was specifically related to combat or deployment. [image: ][image: ]In February 2024, DAV published “Women Veterans: The Journey to Mental Wellness.” This report is a comprehensive assessment of the unique factors contributing to the staggering rates of suicide among women veterans and how the system charged with their mental health care can and must do better. Read Constance’s full story and learn more about the report and DAV’s findings at 			
	... Read MoreSee Less
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		Tomorrow, 12 different bills are up for a legislative hearing in the House Veterans Affairs Committee, Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs. Some of these bills are part of DAV’s 2024 Critical Policy Goals. DAV’s Deputy National Legislative Director Shane Liermann discusses out how they affect your life and the lives of your family, caregivers and survivors.[image: ]The hearing starts at 1:30 p.m. and you can watch via this link: veterans.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=6418			
	... Read MoreSee Less
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		Watch out for the claim sharks 🦈			
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						Thank you for joining DAV! We'll keep you updated on important veteran issues and how you can help.

						
					

				

				
					
						

					

					
						
						In Crisis?

						Call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline:
Dial 988 then Press 1
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