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Back to School: 5 Resources for Military Families
By: Jen Goodale
Whether your children have already returned to school or you’re eagerly awaiting a start date, there are many resources available for military families navigating the challenges of K-12 education. As a parent of two military children, I understand how frequent moves exacerbate these challenges. Our children, resilient as they are, may need additional support and there are amazing organizations out there to help.

1. Military Child Education Coalition (MCEC). From its Back to School toolkit to military student consultants, MCEC provides a number of resources to support your military-connected student. This organization offers training for students, parents, and education professionals, along with SchoolQuest, an interactive tool designed to support military students in sixth through 12th grade. Throughout the year, MCEC offers webinars (recordings are available, too) to ease transitions for students and their parents.

2. Partners in PROMISE. Military families who have children with special needs require additional support to ensure their students receive the services, such as individualized education plans (IEP) and 504 plans, they are entitled to. Partners in PROMISE helps elevate the voices of military families and offers an impressive library of resources for special needs families. The organization also provides support for families who experience difficulty ensuring their children receive services following a PCS move.

3. Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA). Many military families opt for homeschooling to provide continuity and stability for their children. HSLDA connects military families with a wide range of resources to support homeschooling, including information on scholarships, legal requirements by state, international legal support, and curriculum discounts for military families.

4. Our Military Kids. Our Military Kids have provided over $30 million in grants since 2004 to families of deployed National Guard or Reserve members and combat-injured servicemembers. These grants provide military children with opportunities to participate in sports, fine arts, camps, and tutoring programs to nurture and sustain children while their military parent is away or recovering from injury.

5. Tutor.com. Funded by the Department of Defense MWR General Library Program and Coast Guard Mutual Assistance, Tutor.com provides access to free, online tutoring and homework help, 24/7. This resource has expert tutors in over 150 different subjects, including bilingual Spanish offerings in math, science, social studies, writing, study skills, and parent coaching.

Take advantage of these great resources to provide support for your military student, and don’t forget to use your military school liaison officer for district-specific questions and concerns. The School Liaison Program was designed to build a support network to provide the best possible education experience for military-connected students worldwide.
What You Don’t Know About Your VA Home Loan Benefit Could Cost You
By: Kevin Lilley
The VA guaranteed more than 1.4 million loans in FY 2021, and if you’re thinking about joining the club in the coming months or years, it’s best to start your homework. Maybe you’re looking to downsize as retirement approaches. Maybe you’re looking to move to be closer to family, or relocating to your dream job after leaving service. Maybe the home you’ve been eyeing throughout the recent housing price spike has finally returned to your price range. Whatever the reason, it’s time to hit the market, and your VA home loan benefit is a critical part of your home-hunting toolkit. Start your prep work Sept. 20 with a live MOAA webinar featuring special guest Heather Walrath, AFC®, financial educator at the Navy Mutual Aid Association. She’ll join Lila Quintiliani, ChFC®, AFC®, MOAA’s program director for financial benefits education/counseling, to help you successfully navigate a volatile housing market and clear up some common misconceptions.

For example:

· ‘I’ve Done This Already’: Many military retirees have used VA loans to purchase one or more homes and feel comfortable with the process. However, the benefit has changed in recent years, with new fee structures, a new loan limit setup, and additional provisions for Purple Heart recipients. The webinar will cover all of the above in detail.

· ‘My Realtor/Adviser Will Handle It’: While many Realtors, lenders, and financial professionals are very familiar with the VA loan process, some may deal with it infrequently, especially those in areas with a small veteran population. The Sept. 20 webinar will get you up to speed on all the details, including ways to make your VA-backed offer more competitive.

· ‘I Don’t Need Cash’: Some buyers, especially first-time VA loan users, believe that because the VA loan doesn’t require a down payment, they’ll be able to navigate the homebuying process without bringing funds to the table. Then come the closing costs. The webinar will discuss this and other misconceptions about the program.

· ‘I’m Sure I Can Afford This’: Qualifying for a loan and being able to afford a new home are two very different things – the webinar will walk attendees through what they need to know about maintenance costs, taxes (including available exemptions), home insurance, becoming a landlord, and more financial considerations you’ll need to make before signing that mortgage.

Can’t make the Sept. 20 event? Register anyway – everyone who signs up will receive a recording of the presentation. Visit MOAA.org/finance for more on your money, including other upcoming webinars, tax and retirement-account advice.
Annual Summit Connects Military Families With Lawmakers, DoD Leaders
By: Jen Goodale 
“The strength of our military is drawn from the strength of our military families,” said Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-Wash.) when announcing the upcoming 2022 Congressional Military Family Summit. This in-person event aboard Fairchild Air Force Base, Wash., will be livestreamed Aug. 17 – and MOAA will be tuning in.  The Congressional Military Family Caucus seeks to educate members of Congress and their staff on resources the military has for families, specifically in the areas of education, child care, health care, spouse employment, and the effects of multiple deployments. Since 2009, the caucus has hosted the annual Military Family Summit to connect servicemembers and their families with DoD leaders and military family support organizations to collaborate on ways to address the top issues affecting military family well-being.
This year’s theme is “Military Families are Mission Critical.” Rep. Sanford Bishop (D-Ga.) will join  McMorris Rodgers to discuss issues including pay and benefits, community integration and transition, and the health and well-being of families and children. The event will feature panels addressing education and the Exceptional Family Member Program, as well as economic security, to include food security, military spouse employment, housing, and child care.Panelists such as Olivia Burley (Military Spouse Liaison, Washington State Department of Veterans Affairs) and Tammie Perreault (Northwest Regional Liaison, Defense-State Liaison Office) will provide insights into the status of state-level initiatives underway to address these issues.This is an excellent opportunity to hear from stakeholders and bring back ideas to your community to enhance the quality of life for military families. Tune in Aug. 17 between 8:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. Pacific time (11:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Eastern) via the Congressional Military Family Caucus Facebook page.
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