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Falcons Landing Chapter Helps Fund Service Dog for Veteran
Submitted by the Falcons Landing (Va.) Chapter
When a disabled career combat veteran who suffered from PTSD was in need of assistance, the Falcons Landing (Va.) Chapter was there to help thanks to its local partnership called Loudoun Veterans and Family Support (LVFS).

The veteran’s service dog had been killed in a freak accident, causing the veteran and his family to slip backward in their recovery. Agencies that had provided the veteran with the original dog began working to quickly raise the $16,000 needed to purchase and train a new service dog. LVFS support was desperately requested. 

LVFS responded by donating $10,000, with other groups donating the remaining $6,000.

“We were almost immediately able to fully pay for the purchase of the new service dog, its training, its equipment, and the veteran’s training as the dog’s new handler,” said Col. Howard Schue, USAF (Ret), chapter LVFS coordinator. “This speedy process really helped the veteran. Knowing he was quickly getting another service dog really carried him and his family through this time of turmoil, and they are now doing well.” 

LVFS was started in 2016, a partnership between the Falcons Landing Chapter and Community Lutheran Church in Sterling, Va., to provide immediate support and financial aid to Loudoun County veterans and their families who are suffering immediate hardship or financial difficulties. The chapter raises money — typically between $8,000 and $12,000 a year — to give to LVFS for this assistance through a portion of their dues, donations from chapter members, special events, and grants. Community Lutheran Church also donates from its own resources. 

According to Schue, veterans and their family members with a financial or other urgent need — such as avoiding eviction, foreclosure, or a cutoff of utility service or an automobile repair — contact Loudon County’s veterans service officer, who then verifies veteran’s status and need. The veterans service officer then emails local veterans service organizations (VSOs), including LVFS, asking who can provide support. The VSOs then pool their resources, and the lead VSO sends a check for the full assistance amount directly to the entity holding the debt for which the veteran has requested assistance. 

“Our chapter believes this model of support might be valuable for others to implement to assist needy veterans in their local areas,” said Schue. 

MOAA Charities Golf Classic Raises $220K to Benefit the Uniformed Services Community

By: Tony Lombardo
Sean Bowman survived an IED blast in Iraq in 2009. The medically retired Navy corpsman now suffers from hand tremors, migraines, and post-traumatic stress. But when he’s out on the golf course, he finds himself at ease.

“The peace and quiet. There’s nature. There’s wildlife. I’m out getting exercise. I’m getting fresh air. I’m learning how to cope with anxiety and frustration,” Bowman said, moments after competing in the MOAA Charities Golf Classic on the championship course of TPC Potomac at Avenel Farm in Maryland.

“Today was outstanding,” he said. “The course is absolutely in pristine condition. I was warned ahead of time by a PGA pro about how tough the course was, and I was excited! It did not disappoint.”

More than 100 golfers gathered May 22 for the tournament, which raised more than $220,000 for MOAA Charities, benefitting programs such as The MOAA Foundation’s Crisis Relief program and the MOAA Scholarship Fund.

“Events like these help us to move forward with all aspects of our charitable work – we couldn’t do what we do without them,” said Amanda Centers, MOAA’s vice president of Development. “It’s a great way to get the word out, celebrate our donors and sponsors, and involve the wider uniformed services committee – we’re already planning for next year.”

The 20th Annual MOAA Charities Golf Classic will be held May 20, 2024, at TPC Potomac at Avenel Farm.

Bowman volunteers with PGA HOPE (Helping our Patriots Everywhere), a nonprofit that introduces golf to currently serving and veterans. He played in the tourney alongside MOAA President and CEO Lt. Gen. Brian T. Kelly, USAF (Ret), and Jong Wook Kim, a board member of the Korea Defense Veterans Association.

KDVA served as the Four-Star Presenting Sponsor for the tournament, along with KATUSA Veterans Association, A.C.E. Express, Blue Industry, and Shinsung Delta Tech. KDVA's mission is to enhance the Republic of Korea-United States Alliance and support our veterans.

“This is my first time joining this event, and I’m very proud to be connected,” Kim said.

Additional event sponsors included:

· Association Member Benefits Advisors (AMBA), Premier Platinum Sponsor

· Acushnet Company, Eagle Sponsor

· VOYA Financial, Patriot Sponsor

· Army & Air Force Exchange Service (AAFES), Express Scripts, Humana Military, United Concordia, The Hartford, James G. Elliott Co., Inc., HighRoad Solutions, Delta Dental, National Association of Federal Credit Unions, New England Center and Home for Veterans, State Street Global Advisors, Genesis, and The YGS Group.

In addition, Korean Air donated two free business-class roundtrip airfares to Korea, valued at $15,000.

“It’s great to be able to bring together MOAA members and those who understand the importance of donating to such a great cause as the MOAA Charities,” said Gen. Walter “Skip” Sharp, USA (Ret), a former MOAA chairman who led efforts to bring the tournament to TPC Potomac two years ago.

Graham Fuller, senior vice president of client relations at AMBA, said “Anytime you can get people out on a nice day like today, get them to have some fellowship and really raise this type of awareness, we look forward to supporting it.”

Bowman was grateful to be there and make some memories.

“I don’t remember every bad shot I make. I don’t remember every ball that I put in the woods or in the water,” he said. “But I do remember the shots that I put a couple feet from the pin.”

Golf Tournament Winners
· First-Place Team: Goldman Sachs (Brian Lubitz/Andrew Cote/Tim Odgen/David Cuthbert)

· Second-Place Team: Tom Higgason/Steve Showalter/Dennis Helsel/Steve Napier

· Third-Place Team: The Hartford (Bonny Russel/Lewis Plush/Phil Hennig/Samuel Diphilippo)

· Closest to the Hole: Richard Lett from VOYA

· Ladies’ Long Drive: Margaret Lett from VOYA

· Men’s Long Drive: Andrew Cote from Goldman Sachs

· Korean Air tickets Winner: Fred Hannett of Delta Dental

From MOAA’s President: Finding Meaning in Memorial Day

By: Brian T. Kelly
This Memorial Day, it will be my honor to lay a wreath during ceremonies at Arlington National Cemetery, which has marked this solemn occasion since its post-Civil War roots as Decoration Day in the late 1860s. Representing MOAA as an organization at the event brings great pride, but more than that, it marks a chance to pay tribute to all who’ve sacrificed for our nation.

Moments like these allow us to trace the lineage of those who’ve worn the uniform – to appreciate what it means to be part of this community, and to understand the demands of our chosen profession. We honor those who paid the highest price as we commit to continuing their legacy through our own service.

At its core, MOAA exists to take care of those who serve and those who have served. In my first several months with the association, I’ve seen firsthand how hard our members work to make a difference in their communities and on a national scale. This is how the legacy of service moves forward. And as we take this Memorial Day to mourn those we’ve lost, we should all be filled with greater purpose to provide for current and future members of our entire uniformed services community.

We especially take this time to redouble our efforts on behalf of the survivors of the men and women we honor on this day. While MOAA’s work runs the gamut of service-related issues and programs, I take special pride in what our association does on behalf of – and with amazing support from – surviving spouses. I look forward to continuing this work at all levels, and to the ongoing support these amazing spouses have shown me and my colleagues in Alexandria, as well as their steadfast work in hundreds of MOAA affiliates nationwide.

Whether you join me at Arlington, attend a ceremony in your hometown, visit the final resting place of a family member or fallen comrade, or simply pause to reflect on the meaning of the day amid family or community activities, please know our thoughts are with you as we honor the fallen together.
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