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NDAA Narrowly Clears House: What’s Next for the Must-Pass Defense Bill

By: Kevin Lilley

The annual defense policy bill passed the House by a four-vote margin July 22, the latest step forward for the $1.15 trillion legislation amid many competing congressional priorities.
 
The chamber’s version of the FY 2027 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) would:
· Authorize a tiered pay raise, with servicemembers E-5 and below receiving a 7% increase, E-6 to O-3 getting a 6% boost, and O-4 and above earning a 5% raise.

· Address several MOAA priorities, to include duty status reform and military child care improvements.

· Reverse planned cuts to more than 40 military hospitals and clinics, while addressing other health care issues such as access to care barriers and requiring an audit of the TRICARE Pharmacy Program.

[RELATED: Senators Question Whether Military Pharmacy Program Is the Best Deal for Beneficiaries]
 
What’s Next
It’s unlikely the Senate will consider the House version, as that chamber has its own draft (S. 4784) with a similar topline authorization figure. It includes an across-the-board 3.6% pay raise, among other differences from the House version.
 
It is unclear whether the Senate version will reach that chamber’s floor for a vote before Aug. 7, when members are scheduled to leave Washington for their state work period. The Senate isn’t scheduled to reconvene until Aug. 31.
 
Once the Senate passes its NDAA draft, a joint conference committee usually negotiates a final version of the bill that must be passed by both chambers. The process usually lasts most of the calendar year – the last five NDAAs have been signed into law in December, while the FY 2021 NDAA took even longer: The Senate overrode a presidential veto on Jan. 1, 2021, for that bill to take effect.
 
MOAA will continue to engage with lawmakers and their staffs on key provisions of the NDAA as the legislative process moves forward. Keep up with the latest on this legislation and other MOAA advocacy priorities at our advocacy news page, and learn how you can reach out to your lawmakers via our Legislative Action Center.

Army May Revisit Arlington National Cemetery Eligibility Rule

By: Jen Goodale
Veterans and military families who have been following the future of Arlington National Cemetery should prepare to engage.
The Army intends to revisit a proposed rule that would significantly narrow eligibility for in-ground burial and inurnment at the ceremony, Karen Durham-Aguilera, executive director of the Office of Army Cemeteries/Army National Military Cemeteries, said during a June 30 hearing before the House Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs. Among those who could lose eligibility under the proposal are many retirees who served honorable careers but did not receive certain valor awards or meet other newly established criteria.
The Army is reviewing the proposal, first published in response to section 598 of the FY 2019 National Defense Authorization Act, in light of updated burial projections and ongoing efforts to preserve cemetery capacity while continuing to honor those who served, Durham-Aguilera said.
The proposal generated nearly 2,000 public comments, mostly from those concerned the new rule would depart from Arlington’s long-standing tradition of honoring career servicemembers.
[FROM MILITARY OFFICER MAGAZINE: Why Congress Must Act on Arlington National Cemetery]
Protecting Earned Benefits
MOAA has long worked to preserve eligibility for the nation’s most iconic military cemetery while recognizing the legitimate need to ensure it remains available for future generations.
As part of that effort, MOAA has partnered with the office of Rep. Lisa McClain (R-Mich.) on the Expanding America’s National Cemetery Act, which would help address long-term capacity challenges by expanding national cemetery options. Although the bill has not yet been reintroduced in the 119th Congress, MOAA continues to pursue legislative solutions that preserve burial opportunities for today’s servicemembers and retirees without reducing service-earned benefits.
A member of MOAA’s government relations team, accompanied by a MOAA Life member, recently met with staffers in McClain’s office to discuss the issue. MOAA representatives urged the congresswoman’s staff to request the Army formally rescind the proposed rule and start over with a new process, one that better balances Arlington’s future capacity needs with the promises made to generations of servicemembers.
[FOR PREMIUM AND LIFE MEMBERS: Your Guide to Military Burials]
While recent testimony does not indicate which direction the Army will take with the rule – finalizing, amending, or rescinding – MOAA members must be prepared to engage with lawmakers and urge them to preserve current eligibility standards for Arlington National Cemetery. Look for updates on this issue and other MOAA priorities at our advocacy news page and our Legislative Action Center.
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